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Sri Lanka

German Dharmaduta Soclefy
I4, Betliesda Place

Colombo 05

Tel: 94(011)2589687
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071 838 1138Gv$

Email: senaka.weera@gmail.conr

Dr. Manel Lakdivdas
President

Gerrnan Dharu'uiluta Sociefy

Tel: 94(0Ll)2700621
Email: lakdivdas@gmail.com

Mr. Senaka lVeeraratna
Hony Secrehry
German Dharmaduta Sociely

Tel:

077 343 5160 CM)

Email; senaka.wcera@gmail.com

Germany
Das Buddhistische Haus @erlin Buddhist Vihara)
Edelhofdamm 54

D - 13465 BErlin
Germany

Tel: 49 (030) 401 5580
Fax: 49 (030) 401 03227
Email r mail@buddhistisches-haus.de
Websiter http'//das.buddhistische-haus,de/

Mr. fissaWeeraratna
Administrator i Manager

Das Buddhistische Haus

Tel: 49(030)401 5580

49 t72Zto 1514(IvI)

Email: tissaw@t-online,d
weeraratna@yahoo.com
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Photo of membcrs of GDS taken in front of GDS Ileatlquarters at 417, Bauddhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 07 prior to leaving the premises for the Colombo Harbour to larewell the first Sri
Lankan Buddhist mission departing for Germany on board ' SS Orantes' on June 15,1957

Left to right * front rorv

Dr, H.S. Soysa ( lyhitc suit), Dr, R.P. Wijeratne ( Hony. Treasurer, GDS in white suit)' Buddltist
monk. Master Tisst Weerartrtna ( holding Buddhist flag), Master Senal<a Weeraratna ( holdittg witli both
hands the caskct conttrining sacred relics on his heod), Mr. Asoka Weeraratna ( Fouldcr and Hony.

Secrctary, GDS, in white national drcss), Mi. Dharrnasena Wceraratna (in lYhite national dress)

Second Row (middte) undel the umbrella

Ven. Pundit A.kuretiya Amarawansa Nayake Thero atrtl Ven. Kudav'ella \ryangissa 'fhcro
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Photo: A Dhammadesarra being delivered by Ven. U. Dhammajive in the garden of the Berlin Vihara,
Germany (April 24. 201 l)
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l-#c skctch of ,A,soka \f/ceraratnar

It was 12 Aprtl 196L. This historic day marked the first entry into space ef a human
being, Yuri Gagarin, the Russian cosmonaut, in a rocket launched by the Soviet Union
and celebrated by millions across the globe as a monumental day of scientific and
technological achievement. In becoming the first human in space, Yuri Gagarin
shattered boundaries of what was then thought scienti{icaily possible by human spirit
and endeavour and spawned new dreams and aspirations in space for the adventurous
and ambitious.

Coincidentally, this same day serves as a milestone in the life of a young Sinhalese,
Asoka Weeraratna, who had by then adrieved the remarkable feat of leading and
establishing the first Sri Lankan Buddhist mission in Germany on a permanent footing,
and negotiated the purchase of Dr. Paul Dahlkds famed Das Buddhistisdre Haus in
Berlin - Frohnau on behalf of the Trustees of the German Dharmaduta Society and
converting it into Buddhist Vihara with resident monks, the first Theravada Buddhist
Vihara in continental Europe. This day was a moment o{ reckoning in Asoka
Weetarabra's life, providing an impetus to fhe unfolding of a new chapter in his
spirifual path, combined with a firm resolve and commitment to serve the sdsann and to
realise the Buddha's timeless wisdom.
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|hc unfolJing of a re* chaptc.

As he listened to the news of Gagarin's success, a thought precipitated in his mind,
generating an urge to embark on a life long quest in search o{ and putting into practice
the Buddha's teadrings with goals firmly set. Some years later, this earnest quest for

t Thie article is adopted from a chapter on the late Mr Asoka Weeraratna, compiled by a lay de\iotee to
forh part of a lorthcoming comemorative book on the Miritigala Nissarana Vanaya (due to be

published in 2012). It includes kanslated excerpts from a publication of the Nissarana Vanaya
Hemitage, mtitled, Silh Niaew NissaranoVana Aranya(2003), pp 39-52; md vrious published articles by
Senaka Weerarabra, Honorary Secretary oI the German Dharmaduta Society and nephew of the late Mr
Asoka Weeraratna, documenting the pioneering eflort oI his late uncle, and an article in the Lankadeepa
(by Mahanama Dssanayake - Editor) under the headi-ng'Asirimath Thapovairayak Mitirigala bihivay'
(August 2e 1968). The article also contains anecdotal information, provided by Mr Senaka Weeraratna

based on discussions with Mr Ananda De Si1va, a dose friend of the late Mr Asoka Weeratatna, who was
present at the time the hermitage was corotructed at Mitirigala.*66
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liberation and the need to find a suitable teacher and a place for the practice became a
catalyst for the establishment of Mitigirala Nissarana vanay4 one of sri Lanka,s
foremost Buddhist monasteries in the strict forest tradition.

In 1,961,, Asoka Weerarahra recollects:

"At that moment I was resident at the Berlh vihara in Germany. At 11.00 am, I listened
to the news report on Gagarin's laturch, marking a historic moment for humankind.
The following thought occurred to me: 'this overwhelming moment in history was
possible due to one's capacity to develop an intelligent and well thought out plan and
strive towards its realisation with great dedication. Similarly, if one were to emulate a
well structured plan such as the noble eightfold path and continually strive towards its
realisation, path and fruition consciousness is possible in this life itself!"'

"As soon as this thought occurred to me, I paused. I lost my clesire to Listen to the news
broadcast on Gagarin's monrrmental achievement. I turned off the radio. I closed my
fists and made a firm resolve. I made a clear determination. I thought: 'as of today, I
will not use these two hands to eam money or to strive towards material enr.ichment.
To assist my elder brother, I will continu.e to work for another six months, during which
time, I will also train someone to replace my role in the business. From then onwards, I
will go forth on this spirihral journey."'z

Very often" Buddhist commentary in ancient chronicles and the Tripitaka recollects the
unique and special qualities; and the wholesome natltre of those with virtuous karma.
Just as a shining moon emerges from the darkest of clouds, the virfuous qualities of
those with well nourished wholesome deeds of the past bear fruit in the most
unexpected circumstances. lt is well known to us that upatissa and Kolita, who later
became Venerable sf,riputta and venerable Moggallana, the Buddha's chief disciples also,
as young men, decided to go forth in their journey towards liberation, realising the
fruitless nature of worldly pursuits, whilst being in the audience of a small village piay
- the Gitagga Samajja.

It is a rare moment for such wisdom to generate in one's mind when the external worlcl
clamours in celebration, rejoicing at a moment of scientific advancement. The
wholesome thought which permeated in Asoka weeraratna's mind in a moment of
scientiric upheaval and universal sentiment, became a day of resolve to commit to
material renunciation, only to be replaced by an insatiable spiritual thirst.
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{n ex.rplarg human spirit

Asoka weeraratna was born in Galle as the youngest son of Mr. ancl Mrs. p.J.

weeraratna, the owners of a reputed jewellery establishment at wakwella Road,
Minuwangoda, Galle on L2 December 1918. He was named Alfred by his parents who
following the general trend in colonial sri Lanka had named their youngest child after
members of the British Royalty. ln his adult Iifu he renounced the name Alfred ancl
adopted the name Asoka - an apt name for the Buddhist Dharmacluta work he was to
undertake later. It is no mere coincidence that such a wholesome son was born to two
parents, who themselves displayed austerity and simplicity in a lifestyle steepecl in
Sinhala culture and rooted in Buddhism.

Keeping Buddhist principles and ideals at the forefron! he undertook his primary and
secondary education initially at Sanghamitta Girls School, Galle and later at Mahilda
College in Galle, two leading Buddhist schools in the Southern Province of Sri Lanka.
FIis generous nahrre, altruism and total commitment to serve the Buddha sasana jnlater
life were shaped and fostered within a very closely knit and austere Budclhist family
and school environment.

AJter his father's demise in L943,both he and his elder brother, Dharmasena became
parhners of their family jewellery business. rn 1948, they re-located their bnsiness to
Colombo. The business expanded rapidly after they diversified it to become importers
and dealers in Swiss wrist watches. Asoka Weeraratna made a number of business trips
to Europe in the 1950s and imported a range of well-known swiss wrist watches. In the
late fifties, P,J.Weeraratna & Sons became the largest importers of Swiss wrist watches
to Sri Lanka and a leading business establishment in the country, having a sizeable staff
of skilled workmm to engage in wrist watch service and repairs, and the making of
traditional and exquisite jewellery.

Even though he undertook the development and expansion of the family business with
great dedication, his main and deep seated interest lay in his work associated with the
disseminafion of the Buddha's teachings and the strict cultivation of the spiritual life
through meditation and abstinence. It could be said that his humble demeanor, simple
lifestyle and tnstinted commitment to spread the message of the Buddha in the west
was fashioned in response to the Buddha's earnest call for renunciation, to cultivate a

life of ansterity and a deep urge to serve the sasnna. T]rte exemplary nature of this rare
human spirit is gleaned from the total renLrnciation of his wealth at a relatively young
age (53) and fame he accumulated due to the success of his entreprener-rrial leadership
and his vision and indefatigable labour and sacrifice to serve the Buddha sdsnna.

I
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Asoka weeraratna worked with incredible foresight and energy to make his spirihral
goals a reality, As a result, his life was crowned by three great achievements: the
establishment of the German Dharmaduta Society; the founding of the Berlin Buddhist
vihara in Germany and the creation of the Mitirigala Nissarana vanaya which houses
one of sri Lanka's foreinost and respected Aranyas which he built using largefy his
private wealth.

fh"rc is still more room for 
"nother{rahant in this.orld

on that historic day of. 1,2 April 1951, a realisation penetrated deep within Asoka
weeraratna's heart. Making a firm commitment, he reminded himself that one's effort
to transcend the cycle of birth and death is far more superior to the launch of an air
shuttle into space. Having received a rare human birttg he contemplated how the
Buddha's teachings were stiil live and available. one must exercise moral restraint,
exert enerS'y and with great effort, cultivate a practice to develop the uipassand insights.
As true disciples of the Buddha, we must earnestly commence the pracbice, strengthen
our morality and dedicate our time for the practice of meditation. Then, the world
would not be empty oI Arahants! He contemplated how path and fruition
consciousness had become such a rare occurrence only because of a hesitation to
renounce worldly possessions; to make the requisite sacrifice and embark on the
practice without delay and indolence.

whilst the world rejoiced at scientific achievement, he paused in contemplation,
realising that iiberation was possible in this very life. He felt great compassion towards
all worldlings trapped in the cycie of birth and death, and felt a corresponding urge to
free them. Realising the futility of worldly possessions, he made a determination to
devote his time and wealth to foster the Buddha sdsana. These thoughts which were
conceived in Germany began to ferment in his mind arrd with each da! that passed, he
developed the stamina to translate his vision into fact.

with the firm resolve and determination that had impregnated in his mind, he
renourced his well accumulated wealth without any anxiety or lamentation. The
wellknown P.J. weerarafna & Sons, reputed dealers in wrist watches and makers of fine
jewellery, that had been in existence for over 4 generations i.e. since the 1850,s, closed
its operations at the end of March 1965.

Left to Right

senaka weeraratna, ven. Mitirigala Dhamnlanisanthi Thera, Tissa w€eraratna

This photo was taken inside the 'Kuti' of ven. Dhammanisanthi at Mitirigala Nissarana

Vanaya sometime in August 1978.

Left to Right

Kapakaru, Senaka Weeraratna, Ven. M. Dhammanisanthi Thera, Tissa Weeraratna and

Kapakaru

This photo was taken in front of the'Kuti'of Ven' Dhammanisanthl at Mitirigala

Nissarana Vanaya sometime in August 1978.
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The bi*h of the \issrr"na \,/an"gr {rangu

Having gven up his r,r'olldly possessiong Asoka Weerarafna was r,rrell orr his wa1, to
progress on his onward joumey towards liberation. However, two olrstacles stood irr
his way. First, he had to find a sr.ritable place for the plactice. Secondly, he hacl to fincl
a suitable teacher'. He travelled the whole country for a period of abolrt six rnonths in
search of a suitable dwelling ol place for the plactice, often withont food or sleep.
During his travelt he realized the irnportance of establishing al appropriate place for
the practice, how many would benefit fron srrch an initiative as it was a commotl
aspiration of many. With this in mind, i're realized the ilrportance of constrncting a

hermitage in an appropriate location to {ulfil the conrmon aspiration of nlany to realize
the Buddha's timeless tnrth.

A(ortuitous encountcr

The office premises of the German Dharmaduta Society at 417 Bauddhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 07, were Asoka Weerarab:la's sanctuary - often referred to as his home. [n
7964, at the official premises of the Society, in a rare and auspicious moment, Asoka
Weeraratna had his first encounter with one of Sri Lanka's foremost meditation mastert
the late Most Venerable Matara Sri N]Anerama Maha Thera. Their discussion was
dictated by a topic muhrally appreciated by them both - the urgent need for a

realisation of. nibbana in this life itself!

It is documented that the Venerable Maha Thera, at the conclusion of their discussion,
with great determination, joy and commitment in his heart, declared to Asoka
Weeraratna that his quest for spiritual liberation could commence from the next day
forward. In a moment of great spirifual jubilatioru the first of Asoka Weeraratna's
spiritual challenges was fulfilled. He found the appropriate meditation teacher, to help
him steer through to a realisation of a truth, a truth that was timeless/ present and could
be realised in one life's joumey.

To fu1fil his second wish to find a suitable place, Asoka Weeraratna underwent many
hardships. Both together with his teacher and ilso on his own, he travelled to many
remote and rural parts of Sri Lanka covering a period of nearly six months, enduring
whatever sulfering that he encountered. He weni virtually from one end of the country
to the other end to find an ideal site.

Some of the places that he visited on this searclr included Tissamaharama, Deniyaya,

Anuradhapur4 Mihintale, Morawaka, Rakwaua, Horana, Akuressa, Garnpaha and.

IGlugaia.
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His journey ended when he came across the Mitirigala forest reserve, then known more
specifically as 'Mitirigala Mukalana' in the District of Dompe and situated about 30
miles from Colombg the perfect piace for solitude and stilling of the mind. Both
picfuresque and practicai for the life ol a yogS, the Mifirigala (orest reserve met with
similar approval by the late Venerable Mahd Thera. 7n 1,964, Asoka Weeraratna
acquired initially 120 acres and subsequently about 380 acres altogether totalling nearly
500 acres of the forest reserve from the Government of Sri Lanka on a long ternt,99 year
old lease agreement granted to him in his personal name,

Then, using largely his own personal ftrnds and with the help of others who had
volunteered to build 'kutis' he began the construction of the Mititigala Forest
Hermitage. It was financed and organised by himself alone and constructed subject to
three strict conditiont namely: 1) Not to solicit any clonations; 2) Not to accept even
voluntary donations; 3) If any one volunteered to perform an item of work, it would be
allowed under the direction and supervision of the founder.

The constmction of the foundation of almost every 'kuti' and the buildings at the base
of the Hermitage and the 'Bhavana Shalawa' in the interior of the Hermitage were
entirely financed by him but several 'kutis' and adjacent structures such as 60 or 90 foot
'sakman malu' in the compound of the 'kutis' were allowed to be compieted by well-
wishers who had come forward and volunteered to complete them. Within a period of
just tfuee years, {re reserve was transformed into a hermitagg suitable for the pracfice
of dedicated yogis,

On 13 ]uly 1967,Yenerable Nlanarama Mahd Thera arrivecl at the Nissarana Vanaya,
accompanied by a few monks to commence their residence. This auspicious occasion
was celebrated by a mnha dann lor almost sevenfSr monks.

fntering thc order o$ $angha

Asoka Weeraratna was not only a founding father of the Mitirigala Nissarana Vanaya
or a noble man with great spiritual vision. His tireless effort to establish the monastery
and to form links between Sri Lanka and Germany were su{passed by his noble
aspiration of renunciafion and abstinence, and the fact that he himself commenced the
practice with great dedication. On 22 August 1972, Asoka Weeraratna was ordained as
a resident monk at the Nissarana Vanaya Aranya under the name, Mitirigala
Dhammanisanthi Thero.
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Venerable Mitirigala Dhammanisanthi Thero spent the next 27 years at the Nissar.ana
vanaya forest hermitage, undertaking meditation training and practice under the
guiclance of the chief Kammafthanacariya and chief Preceptor, the late venerable
Nanarama Maha Thera. on 2 ]uly 1999, venerable Dhammanisanthi rhero passecl
away peacefully at the age of eighty years.

Beilrg an ascetic nronl< he left detailed instructions that his funeral should Lre one which
reflects tlre triple aspects of miccn, dukkha and at'tatta, rtndetpiruring Budclhist
philosophy. t'-.ulfilling his wish, the ftrneral was mar*ed with austeriby and simplicity
and on 3 luly 1999, the day following his death, his remains were cremated at Kalatte
amidst cries of "Bttdrtweva" "Budttweva" ftom a small crowd of faithful monrner:s. Aiso
Present were a grotlp of solenlr monks fi'orn the Mitiligala Nissalana VzrnayaAranya,
standing in appreciation and Lemernbrance of his pioneelirr;5 efforts to'establish a place
for dedicated practice, a rnoni:lstery in the stlict forest tladitiory venerated and benefitecl
by many lay and forest mendicants folty four ycars later.

Venerable Mitirigala Dhammanisanthi Thero has left the world with a shining example
of a selfless human spirit a life full of devotion, labour, sacrifice and service, a noble
visionary whose sweeping contributions to the spread of Buddhism extend across
continents and a mendicant monk with impeccable morality and ethical concluct.

Asoka Weeraratna is desdned to be ranked in history as one of the outstanding figures
of Sri Lanka's post-independence Buddhist renaissance.
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Ven. Mitirigala
Dhammanisanthi Thera
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P. J. V/eel'aratna and Sons,1968 @doniOU 9cs 24 aoEqt "eozorEee" gor'ieroo'I og fl @8cr
o@E qdoO.
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Jelveliers, Nlaradana, r'rho leaves ior
Sl,-itzel'land ioday by air i.s goiug to
malie a cotnprehensive study tolrr of
the leading rvatch factolies in
Srviizerland, chiefly the Paui Euhre
faciory.

His Coirtiuental tour inclucles a visit
to a diarnond-cutting factoly in Bel-
gium.

MR,. A, trVEEN,AI{AfT{A

Gei'many he will visit to sttidy clocks
and timepieces and tools pertdining to
the jervellery trade and v'atclr-making.

Fa.ris is on Mr. Weeparatne's itine-
rary for a study of the latest deslgns.

A yorlng man rvho has been ovei 10

years in business, IvIr. V/eeraratna has
anrbitious plans for the impt'ovemeDt
of tlre line of trade in rvhieh he' is
engagecl. t),li1ae1ue,t- I *.r nj-n €idkt
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ea:c.r 9qr"*ejro coc e€,qe6r

ed'ac; 6)d n&rledl aO
6"er Qrnmf eQeS. .f

As a Young Businessman Asoka Weeraratna visited lndia ln 1949 to studythe latest
designs in Jewellery. During the course of his visit he also travelled to places of
Suddhist Pilgrimage.

This photo shows Asoka Weeraratna in front of the 'Great Stupa' at Sanchi - the oldest
stone structure in lndia which was originally commissioned by the lndian Emperor
Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE.
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on the 20th of February, 1953, Asoka weeraratna left sri Lanka for west Germany,
Hewas requested by the newly formed Lanka Dhamnraduta society tosurvcy and
r€port on the existing conditions of Buddhism .in Germany, and the rvays and menns
that shoukl be rrlopted to establish thc sambriddha sasana in Germnny. He was also
urged to convey lhe goodwill of the Society to the Buddhists of Germany.

TFIE C6YLOI.i PrTT Ui:VS, THURSDAYI SEPTEIIBER T9,'t968,

of Buddhism ln C€y.
lon rn Arannye

,(For.st Hsrmlt.ge)
of tr.!t lmport:nc.
lr to bo oplnod
fioilly.
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llo.a Doen to th.
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hcnl of I'htar ?l'.1.

H.on'es& hetrHslRftmge
F

OR th. lirsi
tim. ln th.
hl!toryof
2,500 yearr for rglossHas

tn Munich, Asoka met Dr. Von MenB, the President of the Munich Buddhist Society and attended

a meeting of this Society. Asoka fresented a small Buddha statue to Dr' Von Meng'

Photo: Left to Right

Asoka weeraratna, Dr. Von Meng (president of the Munich Buddhist society) is seen with
Buddha lmage, and Mr. H. Wolf, the Secretary.
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6,gulord @8nJ eg8d ge A6trJ olEu} qulQ 6Qo:oJ ol8oo oor @grJ
ocozs>os$ ourlJ B qarJQ Ce@ 6OztJ @ro oeioei So mc^: oou:ce dmo daco,
rod Eoalo eO goJ alaOqO gOcror>n o16 Ozl e:BQ @co ooa'JOa: zsorac
Eair,ldg Orloc$Q qeO qa:zrJalo etF6.

qcogOd @coc @bogJg cor €$ob<6rodo Oncocdcod EOO 8O
,d18clgl gde o6es:rs g$-8co6fg9 derc8 8o Oa:o erOc e6orc.:co otocO
SOd.ScozlJ acd rq67 ed1-n@OgO OOc n@es} Ono gr8 qcOnrri0ro Oec:
6,4@ omoO Sorc qoO @roO eslar: d pRFJ oOe{O ogJnorod o ozs:rJ SrsJ
carq8@o Edeldd Ooo AgnJ q6#b EOOrsJz:: Oonc ori'Jzrc Oocq
6,nlarcoocC n>dO gerO gooOCO Qoc{ d 8@aqo Scei8rrJ qo Ogr cor8o@rrJ
ogOc,r, : 

'

Asoka weeraratna founded the Lanka Dhammaduta society in colombo on september 21,
1952 with the primary aim of propagating Buddhism in Germany and other western
countries. The name of the Society was later changed into the German Dharmaduta Society.
with great determinaiion and energy, Asoka weeraratna launched in 1954 under the
auspices of the Society a ' Million Rupee Fund 'for the establishment of the Buddha Sasana in
Germany and appealed to the public for contributions.

The Public Meeting to inaugurate this Fund was held at the Colombo Town Hall on September
6, 1954. Mr. Dudley Senanayake presided at this Meeting.

I

t.i

@6Sr$,ffi,e

QeQdtr,@'@
t.tE4,6 g'd,9,69a

:&rJo €r$g3+ orf6o
OU. oa6o.-4odo"c9a4
€h&ar eeteazsO 88eba:

oirrnf @ roq$mb€eeaaP

Ocr,4rscas

o:idrtj'ron]
o06ql uofD6. 4 .30 0 ouJzcl

ud*# i:r&q, grJug l,ts
n 0 ador6@b qOtc'r)€rd

6or H.frrrD.8o taaif s&

'o EA8

oo
*?fl

OcEll

9E
oo

e4@ra!s.
gf;Eutlr

S8tl 6cOs6CI ooE
ei$id erg s3d

egt
edd-€#

ocod g0
galo 6eqzr)

6xDc6e6d
88r! serj

a
@6>rgrt ,tJeJltj

dearEeo

6aO@d 0d
srocoroa48e 6c,r, 6Aq cO QroDg eJsror o,9S

6as40 ftss"
$dg.S m4.8mr

d3urr e@ .{zr.0g 
'',ol9Jorrc,r c]oED oa#qe* 6Era./c. gO

radr?OO crn r,erieri86\.2rt c.6,ial - 6sc,rrci eO Odjg(re

Dr€9 t$e6, qs"d :3
o Sesira, ao:I crdDard
€6r{r dGDb. Oge'g;Oef dlu
01 rr.g'eo6 gtfl e)m &6
rtrc6 ?ilg o:Ottf erfi O42
qrij]rE Ocjoe-(rc6..?'tm. Ap
g(@5.

#iild gasg osgd
eqgd tfr

- q€s€ ft6m

t

a

.Mr. Dudley Senanayake (former Prime Minister) addresses the gathering as Chairman of the
public meeting sponsored by the Lanka Dhammaduta Society.
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Mr, Asoka Weeraratna (Hony. Secretary of the Lanka Dhammaduta
Society) delivers his speech.

Dr. Georg Ahrens (Ambassador for West Germany ) addresses the
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A section of the large gathering
ln the front row are seen Mr. William Gopallawa (then Municipal

Commissioner and later Governor - General of Sri Lanka) and next to him
seen standing is a youthful looking Mr. R. Premadasa ( later president of sri
Lanka)
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German Dharmaduta societv Buirdings at 4!7, Bauddharoka Mawatha, corombo 07

ln November 1955 the Government granted to the Society an acre of vacant crown land in Bullers Road,
corombo on a 99-year-old rease. The foundation stone was raid on December g, 19s5 anJ number ofpromioent personalities including Hon. Dudley senanayake, Hon. H,H. Basnayake, Dr, Georg Ahrens,
Hon. Arnold Ratnayake (Ministerfor Home Affairs), Mr. J.L.E. Fernando, Mr. H. Nelson H,loysa ano Mr.
Asoka Weeraratna participated in the function.

Two buildings were constructed on this block of land. one building was to be used as the Main office,
whjle the other building was to be used as the Monk's euarters and rrahing centre for Dhammaduta
monks. rn August 1956, Hon. S.w.R.D. Bandaranaike, prime Minister, decrared open at a ceremoniar
public meeting, amidst a large gathering, the newry buirt Headquarters and rraining centre or the
Society at 417, Bullers Road (Eauddhaloka Mawatha), colombo 7 consisting of a twi-storied dormirory
of 14 rooms, an Assembty Hall, Office and Library, built at a cost of Rs. 125.000.

Eight pronrinent Buddhist nlorrks led by the Gelman nronk ven. Nlinatiloka Mahithera ancl irrclrrdingVen. Ilalangoda Anarrda rvraitreyya, ven. carr. ni.tr,,aarra, Ven. Akuretiye Arnorav:urs., ven.Nrinaponika (Cerman), Ven Kudarvella Vangisa antl Ven. Vappo (Gernran) were attachecl to the Centre.I'hese rnonks oflered their services to train Cerrn:rn suddliists anct others ir, th"-;t,,.ly of Buclclhist
Ph i krsophy.
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Foundation Stone laying ceremony on December 9, 1955

Photo: Recitation of Pansil

On the left hand side ofthe picture are seated Venerable monks including Ven.

Narada, Ven. Baddegama Wimalawansa and Ven. Madihe Pannasiha

At the Table - Left to Right:
Mr. Dharmasena Weeraratna, Mr. J.L.E, Fernando, C.C.S. ( President, LDS),

Hon. Dudley Senanayake ( former Prime Minister and Trustee, LDS), Asoka

Weeraratna ( Founder and Hony Secretary, LDSI and Mr. Nelson Soysa (Trustee, [DS]ti6
25
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Left to Right: Hon. Dudley Senanayake ( former prime Minlster and Trustee, [DS]
Dr. Georg Ahrens ( Ambassador of west Germany) in dark suit laying the foundation
stone, Mr. J.L.E. Fernando, C.C.S. ( President, LDS) and Mr. Arnold Ratnayake, Cabinet
Minister

left to Right: Mr. Hema Basnayake (Attorney - ceneral and Trustee, LDS), Mr. Asoka
weeraratna (Hony. secretary, and Trustee, LDS) and Hon, Dudley senanayake (former
Prime Minister and Trustee, LDs), Dr. Georg Ahrens ( Ambassador of west Germany)
in dark suit laying the foundation stone, Mr. J.L.E. Fernando, c.c.s. ( president, LDS)
and Mr. Arnold Ratnayake, Cabinet Minister.
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Left to Right: Mr. Hema Basnayake (Attorney - General and Trustee, LDS), Mr. Asoka

Weeraratna (Hony. Secretary, and Trustee, LDS) and Hon. Dudley Senanayake (former
Prime Minister and Trustee, LDSf
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The Two buildints that were constructed on this block of land. The building in front was to be
used as the Main Office, while the'building at the back was to be used as the Monk's euarters
(Sanghavasa ) and Training Centre for Dhammaduta monks
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Theheadquartersandtrainingcentre Of the CermAn DhammadUta SOCiety deClared
ooen io 1956 by the late prirne IHi,nistotr!Mr.Bandaranaike

The Buddhist Mission to Germany
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A Buddhist Mission, sponsored by the
German Dhammaduta Society, Ieft Ceylon
for Germany on Saturday, June 15, 1957. The
purpose of the Mission is to preach the mes-
sage of the Buddha to the German people.

Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandardhaike, the present
Prime Minister of Ceylon, in a message to
the Lanka Dhammaduta Society in 1953,

stated that " this is a period in world's history
when the spiritual values, which are of such
inestimabie benefit to mankind, are vigor-
ously assailed by those who belierte in purely
materiaiistic doctrines. The Buddha Dhamma
has an appeal particularly to those who are
perplexed by the confused and complicated
changes that are taking place ".

The idea of Buddhist Missions is not new.
Even during the time of the Buddha many a
disciple carried the Message of his Teacher
to many lands near and far. Later on, the
Emperor Dharmasoka sent his own son and

daughter, Mahinda and Sangamitta, to
Ceylon, where Buddhism is still preserved in
its pristine form. Subsequently, Buddhist
Missionaries went as far as China and Japan
in the Far East, Java in South-East Asia, and
to the Empire of Alexander the Great in the
West.

It is befitting that the organizers of the
Lanka Dhammaduta Society should have

thought of Germany-a country that has

produced such great philosophers as Scho'
penhauer, Kant, Fichte, Schelling and
Hegel-for'their first mission to the West in
modern times.

The idea of a Buddhist Mission to Germany
occurred to a young Ceylonese businessman
dealing in valuable treasures, while he was
in Germany in 1951. On his return to the
Island, Mr. Asoka Weeraratne, organized the
Lanka Dhammaduta Society. In 1953, Mr'
Weeraratne, who was by this time the Hono-
rary Secretary of the Society, in his second

I

30
51



{rda

CEYLON TODAY

)

i
I

l

I

i

i

I

I

I

J

t

T
i:

i:
I

h
t

I
t
!

F

I
1

I

I

I
!

't

}:

\.
F

7.:

i!

i:

Ei

ti

N

i
L

I

t
j

a

visit to Germany made a survey of the Bud- August last year saw the csremonial open-dhist activities in that country. He found that ing by the prime minirt". 
- -oi -'irr"

there was a great desire among the German Headquarters and Training c"nt".-ot ii."people to obtain a proper understanding of society consisting of a twolstorey; ;;;:the Doctrine enunciated by the Buddha. tory of 14 rooms, an Assembly ;I;x,-o;;;
fhey in their small way,. in pursuance of and Library, built at a cost of nr. fZn,OOO ontheir enthusiasm to gather knowledge, had an acre of crown iand in n"ir.*' ir"d,formed themselves ihto groups devoted to Co1ombo,

*". "lo9{.of the Philosolhy:ot Buddhism. Eight Buddhisr monks, ted by the we[-This intelligent approach to Buddhism was mri"-C-.r*r"?"rt'*a 11anslator of thefurther speeded up by organizgd study classes Tripitaka, Venerable Nyanatilaka Mahaand regular lectures in a number of import- Thera, 1n,"r* 
"tt""tJ d;h;;il;. ffi;ant cities. Several of these Buddhisr Societies ;;il ;'iy! ;#;ilJheir services to trainhave their own libraries and.sorye_ of thern German Buddhists and others in the studypublish periodicals on Budd.hism. It i. no* J'rriaiit-"ifUlfjj"pn'. Mr. Friedrichleft to the Mission lq:rmuster these fbrees, Moller, a teacher of Rackow College, Ham-tqgether, ,, ilAH";;;;;1o c"yron as a trainee' *,The Societv in'1954 launched a Million- in 1953 completed his period of trainins and

. .Rupee Firnd under the patronage of Mr, received ordination under the name of Ehik-
. 
Du-dl9r senanayake, former Prime Minister, khu Nyanawimala. Many more are expectecl.''to help spread the Message of the Enrighten- shorily for training from Germany. The resi-

- ed One to the people in Germany whJ were dent monks are also catering to tire needs of
"eagerly looking towards the East for spiritual tourist and transit passengers interested in"'-wisdom and guidance, particulariy the Buddhism passing via Colombo. Those inter-
wisdom of the Buddha. ested are supplied with literature, and short

Amidst other objectives the Lanka Dham- study courses in the Dhamma are conducted
maduta society *as formed lor the following for their benefit.

. purposes:: The Society has undertaken the task of, .i :! , -. . printing and publishing books on Buddhism'':.:i (a),To establish and maintain a Bhikku ior disiiibutio' i. C".-*"ry and ol helping' Sangha in Germany and other coun- existing S;";ti;, i]'G..*".ry to expand.tries in the West and to provide their piesent activitles. among the plans en_means and conditions necessary for visaged by the Societf i. tfr. construction ofsuch Bhikku Sangha to iive the reli-
gious rire in accotoance with vinaya ir.,Til:? J,Jfiflg, *tti,*?:::v and

Rules and to engage in Dhammaduta --_-, -:^ .'^"- .---'*"
wo.rk. The Mission will strive to minister to the

(b) To found and maintain institutions in spiritual needs of about 3,500 Buddhists in
Gerni;;;-il other countries in the Germany' In addition to this function, it will
west for the propagation of Bud_ *:?a 

":r.l*:Hities 

to non-Buddhists to

. 
dhism and Buddhist culture and to
assist existing institutions engaged The Mission Ieft with the best wishes of
in.such work. ,, the Buddhist public for its success. But its

success or failure can only be measured tn
The good work done by the Society soon terms of how far the Mission is able to re-won the recognition and encouragement of mould and re-orient the thinking of thethe State and its Million-Rupee. Fund was German people and thus help build' a world

declared an Approved Charity by lhe of peace and tranquility in this era of uneasyGovernment. q*r*n!tice.
Reproduced frorn CEYLON TODAY;a governmeot pupliqation
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Buddhist Misslqn to Germanv in 1962

Three Buddhist Monks sponsored by the German Dharmaduta Society left for
Germany in July 1962. Prior to their departure the monks met the then Prime Minister
of Sri Lanka Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike at Temple Trees.
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Dhammaloka Maha Thera, Ven. Urapola Hentaloka Thera and Ven. Wellampitiye
Mettananda Thera.
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