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Photo of members of GDS taken in front of GDS Headquarters at 417, Bauddhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 07 prior to leaving the premises for the Colombo Harbour to farewell the first Sri
Lankan Buddhist mission departing for Germany on board ¢ SS Orantes’ on June 15, 1957

Left to right - front row

Dr. H.S. Soysa ( white suit), Dr. RP. Wijeratne ( Hony. Treasurer, GDS in white suit), Buddhist
monk, Master Tissa Weeraratna ( holding Buddhist flag), Master Senaka Weeraratna ( holding with both
hands the casket containing sacred relies on his head), Mr. Asoka Weeraratna ( Founder and Hony.
Secretary, GDS, in white national dress), Mr. Dharmasena Weeraratna (in white national dress)

Second Row (middle) under the umbrelia

Ven. Pundit Akuretiya Aparawansa Nayake Thero and Ven. Kudawella Wangissa Thero
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Photo: A Dhammadesana being delivered by Ven. U. Dhammajive in the garden of the Berlin Vihara,
' Germany (April 24, 2011)
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Thc Founding father of the Mitin'gala Nissarana Vanaga:

L ife sketch of Asoka Weeraratna'

It was 12 April 1961. This historic day marked the first entry into space of a human
being, Yuri Gagarin, the Russian cosmonaut, in a rocket launched by the Soviet Union
and celebrated by millions across the globe as a monumental day of scientific and’
technological achievement. In becoming the first human in space, Yuri Gagarin
shattered boundaries of what was then thought scientifically possible by human spirit
and endeavour and spawned new dreams and aspirations in space for the adventurous
and ambitious.

Coincidentally, this same day serves as a milestone in the life of a young Sinhalese,
Asoka Weeraratna, who had by then achieved the remarkable feat of leading and
establishing the first Sri Lankan Buddhist mission in Germany on a permanent footing,
and negotiated the purchase of Dr. Paul Dahlke’s famed Das Buddhistische Haus in
Berlin ~ Frohnau on behalf of the Trustees of the German Dharmaduta Society and
converting it into Buddhist Vihara with resident monks, the first Theravada Buddhist
Vihara in continental Europe. This day was a moment of reckoning in Asoka
Weeraratna's life, providing an impetus to the unfolding of a new chapter in his
spiritual path, combined with a firm resolve and commitment to serve the sdsani and to
realise the Buddha's timeless wisdom.

The un{:o‘ding of a new chaptcr

As he listened to the news of Gagarin's success, a thought precipitated in his mind,
generating an urge to embark on a life long quest in search of and putting into practice
the Buddha's teachings with goals firmly set. Some years later, this edrnest quest for

! This article is adopted from a chapter on the late Mr Asoka Weeraratna, compiled by a lay devotee to
form part of a forthcoming commemorative book on the Miritigala Nissarana Vanaya (due to be
published in 2012). It includes translated excerpts from a publication of the Nissarana Vanaya
Hermitage, entitled, Sith Nivena Nissarana Vana Aranya(2003), pp 39-62; and various published articles by
Senaka Weeraratna, Honorary Secretary of the German Dharmaduta Sodiety and nephew of the late Mr
Asoka Weeraratna, documenting the pioneering effort of his late uncle, and an article in the Lankadeepa
{(by Mahanama Dissanayake - Editor) under the heading ‘Asiximath Thapovanayak Mitirigala bihivay'
(August 22, 1968). The article also contains anecdotal information, provided by Mr Senaka Weeraratna
based on discussions with Mr Ananda De Silva, a close friend of the late Mr Asoka Weeraratna, who was
present at the time the hermitage was constructed at Mitirigala.



liberation and the need to find a suitable teacher and a place for the practice became a
catalyst for the establishment of Mitigirala Nissarana Vanaya, one of Sri Lanka's
foremost Buddhist monasteries in the strict forest tradition.

In 1961, Asoka Weeraratna recollects:

“At that moment, I was resident at the Berlin Vihara in Germany. At 11.00 am, 1 listened
to the news report on Gagarin's launch, marking a historic moment for humankind.
The following thought occurred to me: 'this overwhelming moment in history was
possible due to one's capacity to develop an intelligent and well thought out plan and
strive towards its realisation with great dedication. Similarly, if one were to emulate a

well structured plan such as the noble eightfold path and continually strive towards its

realisation, path and fruition consciousness is possible in this life itself!"

"As soon as this thought occurred to me, paused. Ilost my desire to listen to the news - .

broadcast on Gagarin's monumental achievement. I turned off the radio. 1 closed my
fists and made a firm resolve. I made a clear determination. 1 thought: 'as of today, I
will not use these two hands to earn money or to strive towards material enrichment.
To assist my elder brother, I will continue to work for another six months, du ring which
time, I will also train someone to replace my role in the business. From then onwards, I
will go forth on this spiritual journey."?

Very often, Buddhist commentary in ancient chronicles and the Tripitaka recollects the
unique and special qualities; and the wholesome nature of those with virtuous karma.
Just as a shining moon emerges from the darkest of clouds, the virtuous qualities of
those with well nourished wholesome deeds of the past bear fruit in the most
unexpected circumstances. It is well known to us that Upatissa and Kolita, who later
became Venerable Sariputta and Venerable Moggallana, the Buddha's chief disciples also,

as young men, decided to go forth in their journey towards liberation, realising the.

fruitless nature of worldly pursuits, whilst being in the audience of a small village play
- the Giragga Samajja.

It is a rare moment for such wisdom to generate in one's mind, when the external world
clamours in celebration, rejoicing at a moment of scientific advancement. The
wholesome thought which permeated in Asoka Weeraratna's mind in a moment of

scientific upheaval and universal sentiment, became a day of resolve to commit to. .

material renunciation, only to be replaced by an insatiable spiritual thirst.

2 A translation of an excerpt from Ama Bindu Letter from Venerable Dhammanisanthi Thero, p119 cited in
" Sith Nivena Nissarana Vana Aranya(2003), pp 39-52.
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An cxcmplarg human spirit

Asoka Weeraratna was bom in Galle as the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. PJ.
Weeraratna, the owners of a reputed jewellery establishment at Wakwella Road,
Minuwangoda, Galle on 12 December 1918. He was named Alfred by his parents who
following the general trend in colonial Sri Lanka had named their youngest child after
members of the British Royalty. In his adult life he renounced the name Alfred and
adopted the name Asoka - an apt name for the Buddhist Dharmaduta work he was to
undertake later. It is no mere coincidence that such a wholesome son was born to two
parents, who themselves displayed austerity and simplicity in a lifestyle steeped in
Sinhala culture and rooted in Buddhism.

Keeping Buddhist principles and ideals at the forefront, he undertook his primary and
secondary education initially at Sanghamitta Giils School, Galle and later at Mahinda
College in Galle, two leading Buddhist schools in the Southern Province of Sri Lanka.
His generous nature, altruism and total commitment to serve the Buddha sdsana in later
life were shaped and fostered within a very closely knit and austere Buddhist family
and school environment.

After his father's demise in 1943, both he and his elder brother, Dharmasena became
partners of their family jewellery business. In 1948, they re-located their business to
Colombo. The business expanded rapidly after they diversified it to become importers
and dealers in Swiss wrist watches. Asoka Weeraratna made a number of business trips
to Europe in the 19505 and imported a range of well-known Swiss wrist watches. In the
late fifties, P.]. Weeraratna & Sons became the largest importers of Swiss wrist watches
to Sri Larka and a leading business establishment in the country, having a sizeable staff
of skilled workmen to engage in wrist watch service and repairs, and the making of
traditional and exquisite jewellery.

Even though he undertook the development and expansion of the family business with
great dedication, his main and deep seated interest lay in his work associated with the
dissemination of the Buddha's teachings and the strict cultivation of the spiritual life
through meditation and abstinence. It could be said that his humble demeanor, simple
lifestyle and unstinted commitment to spread the message of the Buddha in the West
was fashioned in response to the Buddha's earnest call for renunciation, to cultivate a
life of austerity and a deep urge to serve the sdsana. The exemplary nature of this rare
human spirit is gleaned from the total renunciation of his wealth at a relatively young
age {53) and fame he accumulated due to the success of his entrepreneurial leadership
and his vision and indefatigable labour and sacrifice fo serve the Buddha sdsana.



Asoka Weeraratna worked with incredible foresight and energy to make his spiritual
goals a reality. As a result, his life was crowned by three great achievements; the
establishment of the German Dharmaduta Society; the founding of the Berlin Buddhist
Vihara in Germany and the creation of the Mitirigala Nissarana Vanaya which houses
one of 5ri Lanka’s foremost and respected Aranyas which he built using largely his
private wealth.

Thereis still more room for another Arahani: in this warld

On that historic day of 12 April 1961, a realisation penetrated deep within Asoka
Weeraratna's heart. Making a firm commitment, he reminded himself that one's effort
to transcend the cycle of birth and death is far more superior to the launch of an air
shuttle into space. Having received a rare human birth, he contemplated how the
Buddha's teachings were still live and available. One must exercise moral restraint,
exert energy and with great effort, cultivate a practice to develop the vipassani insights.
As true disciples of the Buddha, we must earnestly commence the practice, strengthen
our morality and dedicate our time for the practice of meditation. Then, the world
would not be empty of Arahants! He contemplated how path and fruition
consciousness had become such a rare occurrence only because of a hesitation to
renounce worldly possessions; to make the requisite sacrifice and embark on the
practice without delay and indolence.

Whilst the world rejoiced at scientific achievement, he paused in contemplation,
realising that liberation was possible in this very life. He felt great compassion towards
all worldlings trapped in the cycle of birth and death, and felt a corresponding urge to
free them. Realising the futility of worldly possessions, he made a determination to
devote his time and wealth to foster the Buddha sisana. These thoughts which were
concetved in Germany began to ferment in his mind and with each day that passed, he
developed the stamina to translate his vision into fact.

With the firm resolve and determination that had impregnated in his mind, he
renounced his well accumulated wealth without any anxiety or lamentation. The
wellknown P.J. Weeraratna & Sons, reputed dealers in wrist watches and makers of firie
jewellery, that had been in existence for over 4 generations i.e. since the 1850's, closed
its operations at the end of March 1965.
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Left to Right ) ‘
Senaka Weeraratna, Ven. Mitirigala Dhammanisanthi Thera, Tissa Weeraratna

This photo was taken inside the ‘Kuti’ of Ven. Dhammanisanthi at Mitirigala Nissarana

Vanaya sometime in August 1978.

4

Left to Right
Kapakaru, Senaka Weeraratna, Ven. M. Dhammanisanthi Thera, Tissa Weeraratna and

Kapakaru

This photo was taken in front of the 'Kuti’ of Ven. bhammanisanthi at Mitirigala

Nissarana Vanaya sometime in August 1978.
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The Birth of the Nissarana \/anaga Aranya

Having given up his worldly possessions, Asoka Weeraralna was well on his way o
progress on his onward jowrney towards liberation. However, two obstacles stood in
his way. First, he had to find a suitable place for the practice. Secondly, he had to find
a suitable teacher. He travelled the whole country for a period of about six months in

search of a suitable dwelling or place for the practice, often without food or sleep.
During his travels, he realized the importance of

establishing an appropriate place for
the practice, how many would benefit from such an initiative as it was a common
aspiration of many. With this in mind, he realized the importance of constructing a
hermitage in an appropriate location to fulfil the common aspiration of many to realize
the Buddha's timeless truth.

/\ fortuitous encounter

The office premises of the German Dharmaduta Society at 417 Bauddhaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 07, were Asoka Weeraratna's sanctuary - often referred to as his home. In
1964, at the official premises of the Society, in a rare and auspicious moment, Asoka
Weeraratna had his first encounter with one of Sri Lanka's foremost meditation masters,
the late Most Venerable Matara Sri Nanarama Maha Thera. Their discussion was
dictated by a topic mutually appreciated by thém both - the urgent need for a
realisation of nibbana in this life itself!

It is documented that the Venerable Maha Thera, at the conclusion of their discussion,
with great determination, joy and commitment in his heart, declared to Asoka
Weeraratna that his quest for spiritual liberation could commence from the next day
forward. In a moment of great spiritual jubilation, the first of Asoka Weeraratna's
spiritual challenges was fulfilled. He found the appropriate meditation teacher, to help
him steer through to a realisation of a truth, a truth that was timeless, present and could
be realised in one life's journey.

To fulfil his second wish to find a suitable place, Asoka Weeraratna underwent many
hardships. Both together with his teacher and also on his-own, he travelled to many
remote and rural parts of Sri Lanka, covering a period of nearly six months, enduring
whatever suffering that he encountered. He went virtually from one end of the country
to the other end to find an ideal site.

Some of the places that he visited on this search included Ti
Anuradhapura, Mihintale, Morawaka, Rakwana, Horana, Akuressa, Gampaha and
Kalugala. '

samaharama, Deniyaya,
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His journey ended when he came across the Mitirigala forest reserve, then known more
specifically as 'Mitirigala Mukalana’ in the District of Dompe and situated about 30
miles from Colombo, the perfect place for solitude and stilling of the mind. Both
picturesque and practical for the life of a yogi, the Mitirigala forest reserve met with
similar approval by the late Venerable Mahd Thera. In 1964, Asoka Weeraratna
acquired initially 120 acres and subsequently about 380 acres altogether totalling nearly
500 acres of the forest reserve from the Government of Sri Lanka on a long term, 99 year
old lease agreement granted to him in his personal name.

Then, using largely his own personal funds and with the help of others who had
volunteered to build ‘kutis’ he began the construction of the Mitirigala Forest
Hermitage. It was financed and organised by himself alone and constructed subject to
three strict conditions, namely: 1) Not to solicit any donations; 2) Not to accept even
voluntary donations; 3) If any one volunteered to perform an item of work, it would be
allowed under the direction and supervision of the founder.

The construction of the foundation of almost every ‘kuti’ and the buildings at the base
of the Hermitage and the ‘Bhavana Shalawa’ in the interior of the Hermitage were
entirely financed by him but several ‘kutis’ and adjacent structures such as 60 or 90 foot
‘sakman malu’ in the compound of the kutis” were allowed to be completed by well-
wishers who had come forward and volunteered to complete them. Within a period of
just three years, the reserve was transformed into a hermitage, suitable for the practice
of dedicated yogis.

On 13 July 1967, Venerable Nanarama Maha Thera arrived at the Nissarana Vanaya,
accompanied by a few monks to commence their residence. This auspicious occasion
was celebrated by a maha dana for almost seventy monks.

Entering the order of Sanglﬂa

Asoka Weeraratna was not only a founding father of the Mitirigala Nissarana Vanaya
or a noble man with great spiritual vision. His tireless effort to establish the monastery
and to form links between Sri Lanka and Germany were surpassed by his noble
aspiration of renunciation and abstinence, and the fact that he himself commenced the
practice with great dedication. On 22 August 1972, Asoka Weeraratna was ordained as
a resident monk at the Nissarana Vanaya Aranya under the name, Mitirigala
Dhammanisanthi Thero.

12
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Venerable Mitirigala Dhammanisanthi Thero spent the next 27 years at the Nissarana
Vanaya forest hermitage, undertaking meditation training and practice under the
guidance of the Chief Kammatthanacariya and Chief Preceptor, the late Venerable
Nanardma Maha Thera. On 2 July 1999, Venerable Dhammanisanthi Thero passed
away peacefully at the age of eighty years.

Being an ascetic monk he left detailed instructions that his funeral should be one which
reflects the triple aspects of amicca, dukkha and anatta, underpinning Buddhist
philosophy. Fulfilling his wish, the funeral was marked with austerity and simplicity
and on 3 July 1999, the day following his death, his remains were cremated at Kanatte
amidst cries of "Buduweva” "Buduweva” from a small crowd of faithful mourners. Also
present were a group of solenw monks from the Mitirigala Nissarana Vanayaf\ranya,
standing in appreciation and remembrance of his pioneering efforts to establish a place
for dedicated practice, a monastery in the strict forest tradition, venerated and benefited
by many lay and forest mendicants forty four years later.

Venerable Mitirigala Dhammanisanthi Thero has left the world with a shining example
of a selfless human spirit, a life full of devotion, labour, sactifice and service, a noble
visionary whose sweeping confributions to the spread of Buddhism extend across
continents and a mendicant monk with impeccable morality and ethical conduct.

Asoka Weeraratna is destined to be ranked in history as one of the outstanding figures
of 5ri Lanka’s post-independence Buddhist renaissance. '
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| ‘Ven. Mitirigala
Dhammanisanthi Thera

by Jayadeva Tilakasiri
Emeritus Professor of Sanskrit
University of Peradeniya and
Vice President, German Dharmaduta
Society

enecable Dhammanisanthi Thera, who
% / passed away one year ago on July 2, 1999
aged 80 years spent his entire life, practising
the Dhamma in the most exemplary fashion and set-
ting an example 5o difficuit for ordipary Buddhists 1o

follow. _ .
His was a life of dedication, fulfilment and

.achievement of the highest aims he nurtured and

developed from his chiidhood. Even in his teens he

demonstrated a strong will to shun the matedial com-

- forts which other children yearned for - although he
had thent in ample measuce - aud attempt to follow
the five Buddhist precepts.

He always impressed on all of us that mere lip-ser-
vice to Buddhism would not suffice but that we
should try to live as true, practising Buddhists.
Indulgence in sport and entectainment, as a young-
ster, had no appeal to him, a5 to others of his age,
because he was prone to reflection and the cultiva-
tion of the mind in the Buddhist way. He received a
good education at Mahinda College where his sirong
Buddhist convietions and ethical values were further
steengthened in the -peaceful religious epvironment
of the school which had acquired a reputation of
imparting education combined with a ficm ground-
ing in essential Buddhist principles,

It was casy for Asoka Weeraratna as a layman

from a respected and affluent family, firmly estab-
lished in the jewellery business to have embarked on
a business career and mmassed wealth. Though he
and bis brother, Dharmasena later ran a profitable
Jewellery business, Asoka undertook the project with
the sole aim of collecting funds for the faudable aim
he had of setting up a forest hermitage for the prac-
' tice of meditation under the guidance of an expert-
enced teacher-monk following the successful com-
pletion of the work of a Buddhist Missionary.
Often arguing with his brother on the worthless-

ness of the secular life bringing sorcow and misery as *

against the realisation of selflessaess in the pursuit

of the Dbamig, he prepaced himself for the renunci-
" ation of all that was near and dear to him, It led to

the decline of their flourishing business and the ulti-

male closure of their teputed establishinent, P. 7.
- Weerdratoe & Sons, Colombo in 1965. .

While engaged in business and undertaking for-
eign tours to meet business clients in the eardy 1950s
he had the opportuaity of coming into contact with
persons interested in the study and propagation of
Buddhism, particutarly, in Germany.

The idea of establishing & Buddhist Mission in
Germany took shape and after obtaining the support
of interested parties he came up with the idea_of
forming a Society, called the Germun Dharmaduta
Society, on land donated by the Goverument of the
times. He next proceeded to win over genuine Ger-
tan Buddhists to suppoct his cause of setting up the
Ceatre, in Berlig, in Dr. Paul Dahtke's house, which

he, as Secretaty of the Society, has succeeded in pur-

chasing with funds collected in the *Million Rupee
Trust Fund’ carnpaign, again personally undertaken
..2Y bifh dong the Se Lankan pegple. 1

e

The German Dhearaaduta Society which he was
able to establish with the support of leading Bud-
dhists_here provided the groundwork for the next
step in his dedicated effort to organise the Mission in-
Germany. :

Leaving nothing to chance he made trips to Ger-
inany and found the ideal focation for the Buddhist
Centre combined with a Vihara for resident manks
twho went on the first Buddhist Mission to Beclin, in
1957. He worked with great zeal and in an indefati-
'gable manner to develop programumes of teligious
and propagation work in Colombe to provide the
necessacy support for the missionary activities
planed for the Berlin Vihara, ’

The Saciety in Colombo, and the Vihara i berlin,

set up for the spread and promation of Buddhist i

activities contributed also to the establishment of
strong links between interested Gemman and Sei
‘Lankan Buddhists as we often hear from the reports
and news emanating from the Beslin Vihara and its
influence among German people.

These two institutions would have beeq adequate
as achievements in the life of any citizen of this
country. But Asoka Weeraratna, as I knew him from
his childhood, would rot give up the uitimate goal he
sought, that [s the total renunciation of the material
life and the development of the spiritval in him,

. In the search planning, setting up and running of
the Mitirigala Forest Hermitage, too, was meticulous
and he attended to evety detail-so well-planned and

executed it has been that even today (after 32 years) .

it remains an ideal place for meditation and practice
of self-discipline leading to the *fruits of the Path’ -
magga phala, .

Tt is indeed a unique institution founded by an

extraordinary personality, .

Witen one considers the two aspects of his life one
as a layman, determined and. hardiworking to
‘achieve success as an entreprencur and businessman,
up to the time of preparition for ‘renunciation’ and
the -other as vana-vesi, ‘forest-dwelling’ recluse,
homeless and meditative, it appears that he had in

him spiritual qualities which made it easy for him to-

forego materinl comforts and take to n -path of
detachment, o
Although the :contri~
bution he has made in
establishing intechation- -
al links for the spread of
the Tenchings of the’
Buddha in Germany,
sacrificing a great deat
must be considered as a
laudable achievement
comparable with the
missionary work of pio-
neering misstonary lead-
ers like Anagarika Dhac-
romapala, he must, in his
own reckoning, be
judged as a seeker of
Truth, wWho set himsolf
rigorous standards of
moral  conduct  to
achieve and attain a state
beyond our  mortal
‘reach. .
‘May he realise the
~fruits of his search.” -
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WIS MISSION I8 TIME
F?/ R. A, Weeraratna, Partner, MMessts,
TP, 3. Weeraratne  and  Sons,
Jewellers, Maradana, who leaves for
Switzerland today by air is going o
make a comprehensive study tour of
the leading  watch factories in
Switzerland, chiefly the Paul Buhie
factory,
ig Continental tour includes a visit
“to a diamond-cutting factory in Bel-
gium,

MR, A, ‘WPFR‘K VAT A

ermany he will visit to study clocks

and timepicces and tools pertaining to
the jewellery trade and watch-making,
Paris is on Mr, Weerarabma's itine-
rary for a study of the latest designs,
A young man who has heen over 10
years in business, Mr, Weeraratna has
ambitious plans for the Iimprovement
of the ling of trade in which he’ is

engaged, By sesorey” [ Tadye 51
: ¥ e
Y

As a Young Businessman Asoka Weeraratna visited India in 1949 to study the latest
designs in Jewellery. During the course of his visit he also travelled to places of
Buddhist Pilgrimage.

This photo shows Asoka Weeraratna in front of the 'Great Stupa' at Sanchi - the oldest
stone structure in india which was originally commissioned by the indian Emperor
Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE.
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On the 20" of February, 1953, Asoka Weeraratna left Sri Lanka for West Germany.
He was requested by the newly formed Lanka Dhammaduta Society to survey and
report on the existing conditions of Buddhism in Germany, and the ways and means
that should be adopted to establish the Sambuddha Sasana in Germany. He was also
urged to convey the goodwill of the Society to the Buddhists of Germany,

in Munich, Asoka met Dr. Von Meng, the President of the Munich Buddhist Society and attended
a meeting of this Society. Asoka presented a smalf Buddha statue to Dr. Von Meng.

photo: Left to Right

Asoka Weeraratna, Dr. Von Meng ( President of the Munich Buddhist Society} is seen with
Buddha image, and Mr. H. Wolf, the Secretary.
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Asoka Weeraratna founded the lanka Dhammaduta Society in Colombo on September 21,

gononed?, ond OF o cwdf 935253 e B, @5]253’ @ | 1952 \.Nif.h the primary aim ‘.af propagating Buddhi‘sm in Germany and other western
5}5?@65 O3 @(JEB&? ) DB St C’b‘ffi 2‘5@25)7.‘55 Cﬁzﬁﬁ)@ @@3 @C} : co'untnes. The namet of ‘the Society was later changed into the German Dharmaduta Saciety.
e)&@?ﬁ‘)ctﬁ el [2) qﬁg cn® 830n) @0 @cded B e DD®S B0 S Wath' great detern'nnatmn and energy, Asoka Weeraratna launched in 1954 under the
26 HOO 6@ et @Z@@g@ CroDE 0D T @39 @(9 @8325:?5)25) DE auspices of the Society a * Million Rupee Fund * for the establishment of the Buddha Sasana in
Redenden @mgo{g qud qesgfma 615@ _ Germany and appealed to the public for contributions.
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Morning Times December 10, 1955




Stone laid for
Buddbist cenlre

Morning Times December 10, 1955
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German Dharmaduta Society Buildings at 417, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 07

In November 1955 the Government granted to the Society an acre of vacant crown land in Bullers Road,
Colombo on 3 99-year-old lease. The foundation stone was laid on December 9, 1955 and number of
prominent personalities inctuding Hon. Dudley Senanayake, Hon. H.H. Basnayake, Dr. Georg Ahrens,
Hon. Arnold Ratnayake (Minister for Home Affairs), Mr. J.L.E, Fernando, Mr. H. Nelson H. Soysa and M.
Asoka Weeraratna participated in the function.

Two buildings were constructed on this block of land. One building was to be used as the Main Office,
while the other building was to be used as the Monk’s Quarters and Training Centre for Dhammaduta
monks. in August 1956, Hon. SW.R.D, Bandaranaike, Prime Minister, declared open at a ceremonial
public meeting, amidst a large gathering, the newly built Headquarters and Training Centre of the
Society at 417, Bullers Road (Bauddhaloka Mawatha), Colombo 7 consisting of a two-storied dormitory
of 14 rooms, an Assembly Hall, Office and Library, built at a cost of Rs. 125.000.

Eight prominent Buddhist monks led by the German monk Ven. Nanatiloka Mahithera and including
Ven. Balangoda Ananda Maitreyya, Ven. Galle Anuruddha, Ven. Akuretiye Amaravansa, Ven,
Nanaponika (German), Ven. Kudawella Vangisa and Ven. Vappo (German) were attached to the Centre.
These monks offered their services to train German Buddhists and others in the study of Buddhist
Philosophy.

Foundation Stone laying ceremony on December 9, 1955

Photo: Recitation of Pansil ‘ .
On the left hand side of the picture are seated Venerable monks including Ven.

Narada, Ven. Baddegama Wimalawansa and Ven. Madihe Pannasiha

At the Table - Left to Right: '
Mr. Dharmasena Weeraratna, Mr. J.L.E. Fernando, C.C.5. ( President, LDS),

Hon. Dudley Senanayake { former Prime Minister and Trustee, LDS), Asoka
Weeraratna { Founder and Hony Secretary, LDS) and Mr. Nelson Soysa (Trustee, LDS)
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Left to Right: Hon. Dudley Senanayake { former Prime Minister and Trustee, LDS)

Dr. Georg Ahrens ( Ambassador of West Germany) in dark suit laying the foundation
stone, Mr. J.L.E. Fernando, C.C.S. ( President, LDS) and Mr. Arnold Ratnayake, Cabinet
Mlinister.

®

Left to Right: Mr, Hema Basnayake (Attorney ~ General and Trustee, LDS), Mr. Asoka
Weeraratna (Hony. Secretary, and Trustee, LDS) and Hon. Dudley Senanayake (former
Prime Minister and Trustee, LDS), Dr. Georg Ahrens ( Ambassador of West Germany)
in dark suit laying the foundation stone, Mr. 1.L.E. Fernando, C.C.S. { President, LDS)
and Mr. Arnold Ratnayake, Cabinet Minister.

1968 @denial @w 28 «08er "B Eomls” gdlvest we § 88w
e@8 crsfed.

L /
¥ ety $138 drfom/0n 51 yo)

B LGORADE A, Gy FL IF6%,

.‘ R ¥do 2, b:? o -

o oL 45 & &=y m.-::e oo

& o g-uonhe S &)d)

! .

2

[rs]deny

grpdDar

4 Reres” B ¢ !

pl s ©eo

L o274

& &7
IHC0E
Hesessey

gy

@agE

. ste ew Gpeveed

& B ang 2o F et ep ma 883

‘mmtd S0 e . 4

gE M s B B 45'"“5::" fhm D,
GISED

£

cnsnis 9000

e AR DIEEDI
P g S

7 o 1o et g y

weran  EL E’Y’"E'J::%aﬂﬁz'ﬂ’h’@ﬁ q’}ﬂ
S e SEmaded i ow P2loro]
G

D0Denrd

! 3

i noa 1 &g, (3

A v [EAD ¥ Leo gD e,

e wstne tow dugteed ¢ I, @,

L pstee be

“; w43
2,8 GEk Lia bn

il
Toafdeust &NPE femior Cdinm Eom my

Dl stm kS el adsgh

7 v = [N TSN

55



grdmd 500 = s®en BmeE O Omed BB sy OO Omes
B0 guiced ¢Bng nd v BYR. o 65:0 HSu © s EEOS
I EBBEERS v EEHE vBm Do OISR ¢ ©0xdn a.

23ed m@dwes ¢8 10 =3 € 89S, 98 7 3 eer 9018 Ow eeiBeD
Bw ehBew ud Stdmd w6 gulerd . grd wdsl ©gd g8 45 =5 8o 48
4 3 vee § §F 080wl s’ OED ¢8 90, 60, 45 e yOIwHOED ard
R0 B, BO ef®sd O mredd) cemmd @ Dz Bfeed 8n goEs
OBS. o® pth §u qoeE ¥0® pO 88 HOgTO erf Bed e i® em’
o3 D 08 DRSO i may a1 908,

0t OcEd MiBmEIODm 0o 6 edemes g 80 88 0B
0RO BB 100 ¢ 8O guddennes ¢ w83 g,

Bedeaden Omad w20 i 950® Bwomd 930 Drewns 6208806 12
0 8800 gddm. du Bae oCsbdnw:s Geord B . e DROD @®
Bg ilE  oody ©dmd 8gd. & qec® Bae QB @ ¢ Swid
®38Swes ¢ Y qro.

(0 ewl® 8BSz O 83 B wid oS €:® PSS © o8
OO, e® 0dest & § wog Dlerm ©Ome AMwd mewslest DT
DarSeCmn, OCHE g8t B v BHE SEd a8 gre cerg Ses o.

I5 82 m8s0 quessden B ¢rmenEDS. g 80 e § &Q e®emifsl &8
418 oo oug B8eds3 ey sno BBewl ©@eh Gdn QD @ gw.
8O gomd; ® ®cw gt e & exndomd 8uSst wem o) e, 3IDE
80 B8uE® 6nidx? Dwsieed Ommd Bedes &;Bw0w.

OO gunobn e §EE ewd qresd e O1ed® @om 3 g P
B @ B o,

gbened ewniBsl Omtets edmvem ICEOE onmeg S85DED
aMRE O Bug ® @Ogrs) D8 ¢3edss wr Bowmnne & wme 96 580 B
e®® 90w DL 0D Bo oS 98 meds’ 88 ;DO .

Qotned exvews ogs O8s fmern @8 ®8s =CHO ecw
Beems Owdma B ¢nf O EBO BV 4B HEtEDEmO o8 ©

Q. '

54

Left to Right: Mr. Hema Basnayake (Attorney ~ General and Trustee, LDS), Mr. Ascka
Weeraratna {Hony. Secretary, and Trustee, LDS) and Hon. Dudley Senanayake (fqr}mer
Prime Minister and Trustee, LDS)

e
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Dr. Géorg Ahrens (Ambassador of West Germany} is seen delivering his address.



teft to Right: Mr. U Ba Lwin, Burmese Ambassador, unknown, unknown, Mr. Dudley
Senanayake, Master Senaka Weeraratna {child ) partly covered, Mr. Asoka
Weeraratna, Master Tissa Weeraratna (child) partly covered, German National ( Mr.
Walther Schmits ?}

The Two buildings that were constructed on this block of land. The building in front was to be
used as the Main Office, while the'building at the back was to be used as the Monk’s Quarters
(Sanghavasa ) and Training Centre for Dhammaduta monks
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The headquatters and training centre of the German Dhammaduta Society declared
open in 19%6 by the late Prime Minister,Mr.Bandaranaike

The Buddhist Mission to Germany

SAMARASIRI DE SILVA

‘A Buddhist Mission, sponsored by the
German Dhammaduta Society, left Ceylon
for Germany on Saturday, June 15, 1957. The
plirpose of the Mission is to preach the mes-
sage of the Buddha to the German people.

Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, the present
Prime Minister of Ceylon, in a message to
the Lanka Dhammaduta Society in 1953,
stated that “ this is a period in world’s history
when the spiritual values, which are of such
inestimable benefit to mankind, are vigor-
ously assailed by those who believe in purely
materialistic doetrines. The Buddha Dhamma
has an appeal particularly to those who are
perplexed by the confused and complicated
changes that are taking place”.

The idea of Buddhist Missions is not new.
Even during the time of the Buddha many a
disciple carried the Message of his Teacher
to many lands near and far. Later on, the
Emperor Dharmasoka sent his own son and

daughter, Mahinda and Sangamitta, to
Ceylon, where Buddhism is still preserved in
its pristine form. Subsequently, Buddhist
Missionaries went as far as China and Japan
in the Far Bast, Java in South-East Asia, and
to the Empire of Alexander the Great in the
West.

It is befitting that the organizers of the
Lanka Dhammaduta Society should have
thought of Germany—a country that has
produced such great philosophers as Scho-
penhauer, Kant, Fichte, Schelling and
Hegel-—for their first mission to the West in
modern times.

The idea of a Buddhist Mission to Germany
oceurred to a young Ceylonese businessman
dealing in valuable treasures, while he was
in Germany in 1951. On his return to the
Tsland, Mr. Asoka Weeraratne, organized the
Lanka Dhammaduta Society. In 1953, Mr.
Weeraratne, who was by this time the Hono-
rary Secretary of the Society, in his second
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CEYLON TODAY

visit to Germany made a survey of the Bud-
dhist activities in that country. He found that
there was a great desire among the German
people-to obtain a proper understanding of
the Doctrine enunciated by the Buddha.
They in their small way, in pursuance of
their enthusiasm to gather” knowledge, had
formed’ themselves into groups devoted to
the study of the Philosophy of Buddhism.
‘This intelligent approach to Buddhism was
further speeded up by organized study classes
and regular lectures in a number of import-
ant cities, Several of these Buddhist Societies
have their own libraries. and some of them
publish. periodicals on Buddhlsm It is now

left to the Mlssmn to” muster these forces :

together.

“The Soc1etv in. 1954 launched a Mllhon—
Rupee Fund under the patronage of Mr.

“Dudley Senanayake, former Prime Minister,
“to help spread the Message of the Eniighten-
. ed One fo the people in Germany who were
‘eagerly looking towards the East for spiritual
“wisdom

and guidance,
wisdom  of the Buddha.

Amidst other objectives the Lanka Dham-
maduta Society was formed for the following

particularly the

. .purposes -

(a) To establish and maintain a Bhikku
Sangha in Germany and other coun-
tries in the West and to provide
means and conditions necessary for
such Bhikku Sangha to live the reli-
gious life in accordance with Vinaya
Rules and to engage in Dhammaduta
work.

(b) To found and maintain institutions in
Germany and other countries in the
West for the propagation of Bud-
_dhism and Buddhist culture and to
assist existing institutions engaged
in such work. ”

The good work done by the Society scon
won the recognition and encouragement of
the State and its Million-Rupee: Fund was
declared an Approved Charity by the
Government.

August last year saw the caremonial open-
ing by  the Prime Minister of the
Headquarters and Training Centre of the
Society consisting of a tWO-Stoxeyed dormi-
tory of 14 rooms, an Assembly Hall, Office
and Library, built at a cost of Rs. 125,000 on
an acre of crown land in Bullers Road,
Colomibo.

" Eight Buddhist monks, led by the well-
known German monk and translator of the
Tripitaka, Venerable Nyanatilaka Maha
Thera, were attached to the Centre. These
monks have offered their services to train

_German Buddhists and others in the study
of Buddhist Philosophy. Mr. PFriedrich
Moller, a teacher of Rackow College, Ham-

~burg, who first came to Ceylon as a trainee
in 1953 completed his period of training and
received ordination under the name of Bhik-
khu Nyanawimala. Many more are expected
shortly for training from Germany. The resi-
dent monks are also catering to the needs of
tourist and transit passengers interested in
Buddhism passing via Colombo. Those inter-
ested are supplied with literature, and short
study courses in the Dhamma are conducted
for their benefit.

The Society has undertaken the task of
printing and publishing books on Buddhism
for distribution in Germany and of helping
existing Societies in Germany to expand
their present activities. Among the plans en-
visaged by the Society is the construction of
a Vihara, Preaching Hall, Library and
Hostel for missionaries and trainees,

The Mission will strive to minister to the
spiritual needs of about 3,500 Buddhists in
Germany. In addition to this function, it will
afford opportunities to non—BuddhlstS to
studﬁ/ Buddhism.,

The Mission left with the best wishes of
the Buddhist public for its success. But its
success or failure can only be measured in
terms of how far the Mission is able to re-
mould and re-orient the thinking of the
German people and thus help build a world
of peace and tranthty in this era of uneasy

Qugrthlace,

Reproduced from CEYLON TODAY,a government pyblication
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Sunday Observer May 12, 1957
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